
GARDINER CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION SHEET 

 

Meeting Date   Department  

Agenda Item  

Est. Cost  

B
ac

kg
ro

u
n

d
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n
 

 

 

Requested 
Action 

 

City Manager 
and/or  

Finance Review 

 

Council Vote/ 
 Action Taken 

 

Departmental 
Follow-Up 

 

 
 

         
        1st Reading ____________________ Advertised ____________________             
         
        2nd Reading ____________________  Advertised ____________________            

                         w/in 15 Days 
 
        Final to Dept ___________________     Updated Book _________________      Online ______________ 

 
 
 

City 
Clerk 
Use 
Only 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

_______________ 



Council Briefing, Off-Premise Catering Permit Request 

To: Gardiner City Council 

From: City Manager 

Meeting Date: July 1, 2026  

Agenda Item: 4.a) Consideration of an Off-Premise Catering Permit for Table Bar, LLC  

Executive Summary 

Johnson Hall Opera House is hosting and presenting the annual Waterfront Concert Series 
on city-owned property at the Gardiner Waterfront Park. At the supportive request of 
Johnson Hall, Table Bar, LLC has submitted an application for an Off-Premise Catering 
Permit (liquor to be served) to operate a controlled, temporary wine garden as an integrated 
amenity for the concert series.  

Because Johnson Hall is hosting the series on public grounds, Table Bar is acting as their 
requested beverage partner. However, because Table Bar holds the primary state liquor 
license, controls the supply, and maintains legal responsibility for serving alcohol, they are 
the direct applicant for this specific municipal permit.  

Risk Management & Liability Protections 

The City of Gardiner is protected from liability in this request. The liability insurance 
policies held by Table Bar, LLC and Johnson Hall include: 

• Table Bar's Policy: Acts as the primary coverage for the wine garden footprint, 
carrying a $2,000,000 Liquor Liability limit and explicitly naming the Town of 
Gardiner (sic) as a certificate holder.  

• Johnson Hall's Policy: Covers the event perimeter, carrying a $3,000,000 General 
Aggregate limit and listing the City of Gardiner as an additional insured.  

Legal and Procedural Clarifications 

City staff have vetted council’s additional questions prior to the meeting. A State Liquor 
Inspector will be in attendance at the July 1 meeting to address any outstanding 
technical or legal questions from Council.  

• Permit Selection: Staff evaluated whether an Outside Consumption Permit was 
applicable at the request of the Mayor. It was determined that outside consumption 
permits are reserved for physical extensions of a baseline business location (e.g., 
sidewalk tables directly in front of a cafe). Because this event takes place at a 



separate public park location, an Off-Premise Catering Permit is the correct legal 
instrument under state and local laws.  

• Ordinance Alignment: The collaboration aligns directly with City Code 1.4.4 
Special Events, satisfying the goal of utilizing city property for collaborative, 
community-focused entertainment.  

Recommended Action 

Staff recommends the following motion for Council consideration:  

"I move to approve the Off-Premise Catering Permit (liquor to be served) for Table Bar, LLC 
at the Johnson Hall Waterfront Concert Series."  

Council Summary: Backup Information & Documentation 

The operational specifics, internal departmental clearances, and legal documentation 
submitted in support of this request are outlined below. 

1. Partnership & Event Dynamics 

• The Presenting Host: Johnson Hall Opera House (Maureen Reed, Development 
Director) requested Table Bar's participation to enhance the public concert 
experience.  

• The Vendor: Table Bar, LLC (207 Water St.), operated by William Rosser, Zach Lyons, 
and Morgan Peirce.  

• Schedule and Footprint: The event spans 10 designated Friday evenings across 
June, July, and August 2026, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the Gardiner Waterfront 
Park. Table Bar projects a modest service footprint of 40–50 designated customers 
per evening within the larger concert crowd.  

2. Operational Safety & Containment Plan 

• Alcohol Boundary Enforcement: Table Bar will erect a physically roped-off 
perimeter with clear, visible signage indicating that all alcoholic beverages must 
remain strictly within that boundary.  

• Age and Access Control: Only individuals of legal drinking age will be permitted to 
enter the roped-off service footprint. Members of the general public are legally 
prohibited from bringing outside alcohol openly into the broader park areas.  

• Monitoring: The perimeter will be managed by two dedicated Table Bar staff 
members, with auxiliary support provided by Johnson Hall volunteers as needed.  



• Law Enforcement Coordination: The Gardiner Police Department notes that 
standard roving shifts will monitor the venue and respond on an as-needed basis; 
no stationary, dedicated officers are being funded or deployed unless explicitly 
requested by the event organizers.  

3. Comprehensive Municipal Clearances 

All municipal department heads completed their reviews on June 11, 2026:  

• City Manager (Thomas Hill): Confirmed no structural issues.  

• Police Department (Chief Todd Pilsbury): Confirmed no public safety issues.  

• Fire Department (Chief Rick Sieberg): Confirmed no safety concerns for the FD.  

• Finance/HR Director (Denise Brown): Confirmed no financial or risk issues.  

• Economic Development (Melissa Lindley): Confirmed alignment with local 
economic development goals.  

• Public Works (John Cameron): Rendered public works clearance.  

• Code Enforcement (Kristopher McNeill): Confirmed regulatory clearance.  

• Gardiner Public Library (Dawn Thistle): Confirmed no operational issues.  

4. Verified Insurance Credentials 

The City Clerk's office verified that both organizations maintain active coverages, placing 
them collectively as the primary front line of protection for the municipality:  

• Table Bar LLC Certificate: Issued by Acuity Mutual Insurance Company (Policy 
ZN0958). Includes $1,000,000 per occurrence general liability and $2,000,000 
Liquor Liability protection. It explicitly records Johnson Hall & “Town” (sic) of 
Gardiner as certificate holders.  

• Johnson Hall Certificate: Issued by Philadelphia Insurance Co. (Policy 
PHPK2562011-017). Provides $1,000,000 per occurrence general liability, 
$3,000,000 General Aggregate coverage, and $1,000,000 liquor liability protection. 
It explicitly records the City of Gardiner as an additional insured on the commercial 
general liability policy.  

 







































From: Mike Miclon
To: Thomas Hill
Cc: Kathleen Cutler
Subject: Re: Alcohol at Waterfront Concerts
Date: Monday, June 22, 2026 11:00:34 AM

Hello Thomas,  we have coordinated with Billy from Table Bar to be one of our vendors for
the concerts.  We fully support his application.  He has agreed to follow all of the code
instructions to make this work including correct fencing and ID verification.  We do not want
any other vendors serving alcohol at the concerts.  We believe Table Bar is a great partner for
this.   Mike

On Mon, Jun 22, 2026 at 10:55 AM Thomas Hill <THill@gardinermaine.com> wrote:

Hello Mike,

 

City hall has received a permit request from a vendor to set up a drinks table in the park at
the same time and date as the Waterfront Concerts series this summer. The permit is coming
to review by the council on July 1. We are looking at several legalities and policy/ordinance
points around the idea of introducing alcohol to a public event, however since JH is the one
hosting the series, I wanted to ask your input:

 

1. Has any vendor coordinated sales of alcohol at the event with you specifically?
2. Do you have concerns about the possibility of alcohol being served in the park during

your event?
3. Do you have requests on how this might be presented or safeguarded considering your

event? Someone suggested a roped off area to keep kids out, for example.
4. Anything else you’d like to share on the idea of vendors offering alcohol at the

concert series.

 

You or Maureen or another JH rep would be welcome to come to the July 1 council meeting
to state your viewpoint on the matter. If you are not available for that, I’d appreciate a
written response to the above so I can include it in the Council’s briefing material for the
discussion.

 

I am coordinating this inquiry with Kathy, whose office received the permit.

 

Thank you,

Thomas
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Thomas Hill

City Manager | City of Gardiner

6 Church Street

Gardiner, ME 04345

207-582-4200 ext. 1100

thill@gardinermaine.com

www.gardinermaine.gov

 

 

-- 
Michael R. Miclon
Executive/Artist Director
Johnson Hall Opera House
mike@johnsonhall.org

JH Mission: to promote, create and inspire artistic excellence through the presentation of
world-class entertainment and professional performing arts education and to drive cultural and
economic growth for our community
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	Background Information: This request considers an Off-Premise Catering Permit for Table Bar, LLC to operate a temporary, controlled wine garden during the annual Waterfront Concert Series hosted and presented by Johnson Hall Opera House on city property. While Johnson Hall is the presenting host of the concert series, Table Bar is the direct applicant because they hold the primary liquor license and maintain direct legal liability for alcohol service. The City of Gardiner liability during the event is minimized via dual insurance policies - Table Bar holds a $2,000,000 Liquor Liability policy naming the Town of Gardiner (sic) as a certificate holder, and Johnson Hall maintains a $3,000,000 General Aggregate policy naming the City of Gardiner as an additional insured.  
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A Council Briefing document and all associated background materials - including official applications, departmental clearances, and certified insurance credentials - are included in this packet for Council review. 

	Requested Action: "I move to approve the Special Event Permit Application and Off Premise Catering Liquor License Application for Table Bar, LLC for the Johnson Hall Waterfront Concert Series, subject to the following conditions:
1. Table Bar and its employees shall comply with all applicable provisions of Maine Title 28-A and all rules adopted by the Maine Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations (BABLO), as well as all City of Gardiner ordinances and regulations. 2. This approval is conditioned upon Table Bar maintaining adequate supervision of alcohol service at all times during each event, ensuring no service to minors or visibly intoxicated persons. 3. The City Council expressly reserves the right to withdraw or revoke its approval, as required under 28-M.R.S.A. 1052 (4) (G), for any future event in the concert series upon finding that Table Bar has violated any condition of this approval, any provision of Maine liquor law, or any City ordinance, or upon finding that the continued operation poses a risk to the public health, safety or welfare. 4. This approval applies to the 2026 Johnson Hall Waterfront Concert Series only and must be re-applied for in subsequent years. 
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