Black language remains unchanged.
Proposed new language is in red. 
The last change is underlined
Proposed deleted language is in blue strikethrough.
Guidance language that will not appear in the code is in green.
Note: 	The black text is from the original draft provided by Angie Christopher to the Committee prior to the meeting of July 20.
 
Title 25
Streets and Highways
CHAPTER 25.1Bicycles (§ 25.1.1 – § 25.1.12)
CHAPTER 25.2Signs and Obstructions (§ 25.2.1 – § 25.2.5)
CHAPTER 25.3Traffic Regulations (§ 25.3.1 – § 25.3.23)
CHAPTER 25.4Excavations (§ 25.4.1 – § 25.4.14)
CHAPTER 25.5 Road Shoulders/City ROW
It is the intent of this Ordinance to ensure that road shoulders remain reasonably free from unnecessary obstructions that interfere with public safety or roadway maintenance operations throughout the City in order to:
· Promote the safe movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic;
· Preserve adequate sight distance at intersections, side streets, driveways, and other roadway access points;
· Prevent the placement of permanent obstructions within road shoulder areas;
· Facilitate efficient roadway maintenance, including mowing, drainage, and utility access;
· Improve snow and ice removal operations during the winter months;
· Protect public infrastructure and reduce hazards to motorists, pedestrians, emergency responders, and public works personnel.
§25.5.1 Definitions 
Road Shoulder means the area immediately adjacent to the traveled portion of a public roadway, whether paved or unpaved, intended to provide lateral support for the roadway, accommodate emergency stopping, facilitate maintenance operations, provide drainage, and allow for snow removal. 
Right-of-Way means an area of land owned or controlled by the City or State of Maine for the purposes of constructing, operating, and maintaining transportation routes such as highways, streets, alleys, sidewalks, medians, bike paths, etc., and constructing, operating, and maintaining overhead and underground utilities. The right-of-way is measured from the centerline of the aforementioned routes and varies by street or road. 
Permanent Obstruction means any fixed or immovable object including, but not limited to:
· Basketball hoops; 
· Posts;
· Decorative structures;
· Retaining walls;
· Fences;
· Landscaping features;
· Boulders;
· Planters;
· Any other object permanently installed within the road right-of-way.
Temporary Object means an item that is intended to be placed temporarily and removed after its intended use, including but not limited to:
· Trash or recycling containers; 
· Portable basketball hoops;
· Temporary construction devices.
§25.5.2 Clearance Requirements 
25.5.2.1 Property owners shall maintain vegetation located adjacent to public roadways in a manner that preserves adequate visibility for motorists entering or exiting intersections, side streets, alleys, and private driveways.
25.5.2.2 Trees, shrubs, bushes, hedges, landscaping, fences, or other vegetation shall not obstruct the clear line of sight necessary for safe travel.
25.5.2.3 Property owners shall trim or remove vegetation that obstructs visibility upon notice from the City.
25.5.2.4 Permanent obstructions shall not be installed or maintained within the road right-of-way. Existing permanent obstructions must be removed as determined by the code enforcement officer. 

§25.5.3 Winter Shoulder Clearance Requirements
25.5.3.1 During the winter maintenance season, no person shall park or leave standing any vehicle within 4 feet of the pavement's edge. Vehicles parked within a driveway may be located within 4 feet of the pavement's edge; however, no part of the vehicle shall intrude over the pavement. 
25.5.3.2 Objects that prevent effective snow removal or create hazards for snowplow operators shall be removed or relocated upon notice from the City.
25.5.3.3 Nothing contained herein shall prohibit emergency parking or other uses specifically authorized by law or by the City.

§25.5.4 Objects allowed within the Road Shoulder
25.5.4.1 Temporary objects may be placed adjacent to the roadway provided they do not interfere with traffic, roadway maintenance, emergency access, or otherwise create a public safety hazard.
25.5.4.2 Mailbox installed per the instructions from the Postmaster General.

§25.5.5 Enforcement
The Director of Public Works, Code Enforcement Officer, Police Department, or other officials designated by the City shall be authorized to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance.
Whenever a violation is found to exist, the City may issue written notice requiring correction within a reasonable period of time.

If the violation is not corrected within the prescribed period, the City may:
· Remove vegetation or obstructions;
· Remove vehicles interfering with snow removal operations;
· Recover all associated costs from the property owner or responsible party; and
· Issue citations or municipal civil penalties as provided by law.
